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  Abstract 

Dominance usually involves processes of reproduction that involve strategies aimed at 

the continued preferential access to social resources and the legitimation of such inequality.  - 

Teun A. van Dijk   

Hegemony ,a term coined by the Marxist theoretician Antonio Gramsci is used as a 

coercive tool in making people believe in a particular ideology that suits the mainstream and 

dominant political statement. Hegemonic ideology can transform the epistemic world view 

turning the voice of the rationale to narratives that run counter to pragmatic considerations. 

And if left unabated can even ruin the socio-cultural fabric of the society. The threat of such 

populist and jingoistic dogmas becomes all the more foreboding if its dissemination falls into 

the hands of a media that is entirely bereft of responsibility and incapable of exercising caution 
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. Given the nature of the present neo colonial and post democratic society which is completely 

under the sway of a populist and elitist political control , the media can play a  pivotal role in 

perpetuating hegemonic belief systems. Today with  India going through a huge turmoil both 

in its internal political character and in her tumultuous relations with her neighbours, the threat 

of exacerbating a potential  carnage and devastation  by her 400 odd TV channels and the social 

media  spewing venom and radical sentimentalism 24/7  is both real and disturbing  given the 

fact that the media continues with  hysteric and reckless journalism in its quest for garnering  

viewership by resorting to sensationalism  and  which in very common parlance can translate 

into profit and popularity. Arvind Adiga in his scathing and inward looking prose has tried to 

analyse and foreground this disturbing trend by tracing the rise and fall of a idealistic reporter 

in his shockingly gripping short story Angel Talkies. 
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Introduction 

"The true test of a robust democracy is the independence of its media. Over the past 

few years our media has become the mouthpiece of the party in power. Coupled with the fact 

the corporate owners of media houses share close links with the government, the Indian media 

has tragically lost its voice," criminal lawyer Rebecca Mammen 

India became an independent nation freeing herself from the fetters of colonialism to 

emerge into a constitutionally democratic country .However the legacies of colonialism in the 

form of a capitalist economy and elitist affiliations that were bequeathed to the newly 

decolonised state made deep inroads into the social fabric of the nation. Social myths and 

stereotypes became completely embedded within the cultural ethos of the society and began to 

make its presence felt in all the superstructures of the state. The situation intensified with the 
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1990s with the conversion of the economy into a free market one with the foray into the neo 

liberalistic world view. With the nation leaning towards  neo-colonial dogmas both in her 

economic and cultural locales, the threat of the society becoming a  breeding ground for 

sectarian politics and debauched ideologies ,depriving  sections of people and  the masses  

access to any agency and  leaving them deprived , disenfranchised ,  manipulated and coerced 

through the academia, societal superstructures and the cultural epistemology to accept the 

hegemony of elitism and consumerism at the cost of human dignity, freedom and basic human 

rights looms frighteningly large. 

In such a scenario, wherein large sections remain lost or cut-off from the mainstream, 

the ripples of discontentment and dissatisfaction tend to make the situation increasingly volatile 

and unstable-thus putting both the safety and security of the country in jeopardy .And the reality 

is alarmingly immediate and the paradox strikingly intimidating. Sample the facts-“Despite the 

Rs.1.6 lakh crore annual PDS subsidy, India ranks at 103 out of 119 countries in the World 

Hunger Index, and with 21% of Indian children of the age 0-5 years are malnourished” TOI 

dated 18th December 2018. 

We live in the country where the government spends 6.2 crores of the tax payers money 

on an ailing leader, 355 crores sponsoring foreign trips to 52 countries for a single person or 

raising 1,14 lakh crore in bad debts and yet not having the budget to asphalt roads or provide 

basic medical facilities in remote regions or provide aid to places and people devastated by 

natural calamities or accidents. Thus it comes as no surprise that the Sensex remained 

undisturbed during the tsunami but dipped drastically when the two Ambani brothers had 

altercations. According to the Swiss Bankers Association, India topped the worldwide list for 

black money with almost $1,456 billion stashed in Swiss banks alone and its “underground 

economy” is conceived to be much larger than the so called official economy. India’s Political 

Economy: A Typical Case of Post war Neo colonialism – Dr. P J James) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_Bankers_Association
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The Role of Media 

The Media in a situation like this can play a pivotal role in shaping public opinion and 

enhancing social awareness given the reach and influence it has on public decision making.The 

media is inundated with political voices trying to pull and shout each other down-and nowhere 

do these questions of inequality and corruption find a place in these discussions .Even the 

fleeting references to these gnawing problems get sugar coated with populist adendas aimed at 

improving the image of the political parties and with no real or constructive desire to improve 

the lot of the subaltern masses. The global middle class which has a great role to play in turning 

the tide of the nation’s political leanings in terms of its access and utilisation of resources both 

tangible and intellectual is greatly dependent on mass media for its source of opinions and 

knowledge. Movements like #Metoo and #Blacklivesdomatter  have make the public policies 

and the governance more open, inclusive and soliciting social opinion. But if the very source 

is itself swayed and produced for the sake of consumerism  ,the results can be catatrophic 

indeed .This is because conclusive research clearly indicates to the fact that the very 

foundations of a free and inclusive society depends on communication which in the times of 

the internet and social media is offered by virtual channels that have inundated and influenced 

the lives of the common middle class individuals. 

According to Howard Rheingold, communication power is political power, because the 

power to influence the beliefs and perceptions of populations has proven to be the most 

effective political weapon of the century. It is difficult to analyse the changing communication 

power of people, with direct or indirect2 access to internet, without embedding such change 

within the context of the political environment – democratic (in its various forms) or non-

democratic. Even some of the recent social movements that have happened in non-democratic 

political systems have happened for reasons of democracy, either to establish it some form or 

to consolidate it further. Democracy is thus vital to communication and at the same time renders 

http://www.glocalismjournal.net/issues/networks-and-new-media/articles/internet-and-social-medias-social-movements-leading-to-new-forms-of-governance-and-policymaking-cases-from-india.kl#2
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it problematic  (Internet and Social Media’s Social Movements Leading to New Forms of 

Governance and Policymaking: Cases from India. issue 2016,  Esha Sen Madhavan 

www.glocalismjournal.net) 

India has over 400 news channels in various languages and another 150 channels are 

awaiting clearance. The South Asian country also has tens of thousands of newspapers and 

magazines. But the quality of Indian journalism is poor, as evidenced by the fact India ranks 

136 among 180 countries in the index compiled by Reporters without Borders, an NGO.  

When it comes to press freedom, India fares worse than even countries like Afghanistan and 

the United Arab Emirates.( Indian media facing a crisis of credibility-DW Report 

https://p.dw.com/p/2e8xQ  

Gururaj in Angel Talkies 

Arvind Adiga , the recipient of the Booker prize for his debut  Novel The White Tiger 

has explored the various aspects  of a post democratic society like India and has highlighted 

the inconsistencies and incongruences that has become an quintessential part of the society’s 

social milieu in all his works. Between Assassinations a collection of   fourteen short stories 

chronicling the history of the fictitious south Indian town of Kittur is an allegory for the slow 

debasement of the cultural ethos of the nation .In the particular short story, Angel Talkies,Adiga 

traces the life of Gururaj , a very ethical and responsible journalist working with a leading 

media firm and who finds himself at the crossroads when in the peak his personal and 

professional career(he has been promoted to the post of the Assistant Editor) comes in contact 

with the truth of journalism and media censorship. In his quest for the truth, he inadvertently 

stumbles on the fact that most of the news articles and reports are fabricated and managed by 

the requirements and needs of the owners and the political parties whom they are affiliated to. 

He very shockingly discovers that the news which can powerfully influence public opinions 

and ideologies is inadvertently manipulated to serve the interests of the rich and the elites in 

http://www.glocalismjournal.net/issues/networks-and-new-media/articles/?tag=6780
http://www.glocalismjournal.net/
https://p.dw.com/p/2e8xQ
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the neighbourhood. In spite of his repeated attempts to salvage the situation and report unbiased 

and truthful information and incidents, he is thwarted in his efforts by the Chief Editor who 

warns him of being too idealistic and asks him to understand the “ways of the world” .Slighted 

and walled in, the ethical and highly gifted journalist becomes a mad man. 

The predicament, ethical interventions and road blocks faced by the journalist in his 

attempt to unearth the reality   and get it published which in turn would mean bringing the most 

powerful and rich man to book is scarily real. 

…..Engineer was drunk; he was coming back from his mistress’s home;he hit the fellow like 

some stray dog and drove away , leaving him there ,with his guts spilled out on  the 

street….police perfectly know who drives down that road drunk…He is the richest man in this 

town .He gets one of his employees to say that he was driving the car when it happened…Mr. 

Engineer gave the judge six thousand rupees, and the police something less, perhaps four or 

five , because the judiciary is of course more noble than the police, to keep quiet…he wants 

his Maruti Suzuki back, because it is a new car…..so he gives the police another to changethe 

identity of the killer car to a Fiat, and he is driving around town again…(p-159,Angel Talkies-

Between the Assassinations) 

Reality Check 

Filings with the registrar of companies in the ministry of corporate affairs have revealed 

that five Indian news media companies - NDTV, News Nation, India TV, News24 and 

Network18 - are indebted to either Mukesh Ambani, the richest Indian and the owner of 

Reliance Industries, or Mahendra Nahata, an industrialist and Ambani associate, who is also 

on the board of Reliance's new telecom venture, Reliance Jio.  

When the media is owned by the richest conglomerates of the nation, it becomes 

naturally a vehicle and a source foe elitist propaganda-promoting the needs of the owners 

.Gururaj who was slated to become the next Editor of the most respected newspaper in the town 

https://www.dw.com/en/india-probes-founders-of-critical-tv-channel-ndtv-for-fraud/a-39118449
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is thwarted in his efforts to print the truth for at least one day, since the Editor, a pragmatic old 

man understands and advices him on the repercussions of doing so-since he is extremely aware 

that the edifice of  his existence and the existence of his paper is built on the patronage of the 

most powerful and rich man in the society. Any news that could tarnish his image or business 

would have direct repercussions not only on the newspaper which provided employment to a 

big group of people but would also mean putting the life of the reporter at risk. 

An explosion of media took place, turning the Fourth Estate into an industry of 

competitive market forces. Price points of media defied actual cost and inflation, lending to 

greater competition and the trivialisation of content, particularly news. No wonder headlines 

changed, becoming as attractive as ad lines, aimed at garnering eye-balls, chasing audiences 

defined largely by marketing departments. This also meant the representation of news was 

bound to change. Journalists disengaged from the farmer and other minorities and powerless 

sections of India, reporting less and less from the ground.(The Fate of Press Freedom in India 

Over the Year-The Wire) 

A free, fair, honest and objective media is a potent instrument for enhancing 

transparency and accountability on all sides. Freedom of the media is thus one of the most 

important ingredients of democracy and reflects the character of the state. For the media to 

play its designated role, it must be impartial and unprejudiced in coverage of news and views 

connected with all segments of society. It must not be subservient to vested interests or be 

distorted by them. If it has a specific orientation, it must say so candidly.  Former vice-

president Hamid Ansari delivered the B.G. Verghese Memorial Lecture on ‘Journalism in 

Times of Strident Nationalism’ 

Today, the country is caught in the web of elitist politics and consumeristic ethics. 

In such a scenario, having a nonaligned, impartial and truthful reporting seems an utopian 

concept. The situation has only deteriorated in the past few years with politics and business 
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interests seeping into journalism and media. Freedom of speech, fair debates and educated 

discussions have given way to sensationalism and prejudiced reporting-when Gururaj was 

seen by his colleagues, he was seen chewing on a newspaper- going down to the level of a 

mongrel who just follows commands and has no thoughts and personality of his own-the 

only recourse left for this idealistic journalist who found himself walled in by the pragmatic 

ideologies of the world. 

 

Conclusion 

The media that has a powerful influence on the imagination of the society and can 

be pivotal in impacting public opinions has become a propaganda tool for the elites in the 

society who control and channelize information bases on their vested interests. The 

newspaper which finds reading in the drawing room of almost all the middle class homes or 

the images that are beamed into the living space either through the electronic or the social  

media can have far reaching impact on the administration and cultural ethos of the Nation 

and if not channelized ethically can concretize polarisation and sectarian sentiments which 

in turn can be determinable to the stability of the Nation. The protagonist in the story of 

Adiga echoes these very sentiments. He is constantly admonished and “counselled” when 

he protests and wants to use the potent weapon of the media to expose the fact that an 

innocent man has been jailed while the culprit drives around a free man. Being an idealist 

and being constantly walled in by the all-pervading elitist ethos, the poor man not only loses 

his job and respect but also his mental stability.  
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